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these types of disasters from occurring 
by addressing the most urgent ele-
ments: 

One, public reporting of all fire and 
building audits conducted by inde-
pendent safety experts; 

Two, mandates that factory owners 
make timely repairs; 

Three, an obligation for the brands to 
terminate a contract if a factory defies 
its responsibility to keep workers safe; 

Four, the right for workers to refuse 
unsafe work without retribution—to be 
able to refuse work without being fired, 
being penalized—and union access to 
factories, among other labor protec-
tions, so they can see for themselves 
what are the working conditions on 
any given day. 

To make this work, these commit-
ments must be contained in an enforce-
able contract between the brands and 
worker representatives because it is 
the workers’ lives that are on the line. 
The holding companies of Calvin Klein, 
Tommy Hilfiger, Van Heusen, and 
IZOD have signed on to this agreement 
already, and a major German retailer 
has signed on as well. Others are now 
meeting in Europe to discuss its provi-
sions. 

I applaud these efforts toward cor-
porate responsibility. It is now time for 
the major U.S. corporations, like GAP, 
Walmart, and J.C. Penney, to join 
them, but we must also take note and 
call out any attempt to water down the 
key provisions of this agreement. Ex-
perts believe that this safety agree-
ment will only cost a dime per garment 
over 5 years in order to make a real dif-
ference in the safety of these fac-
tories—a dime for the lives of these 
workers. 

The major global brands now face a 
choice. They can attempt to wait out 
the storm and go back to business as 
usual and continue their race to the 
bottom, or they can chart a different 
course that includes healthy profits, 
without a human death toll, by signing 
on to an enforceable safety agreement. 

I hope these American and inter-
national fashion brands sign on. In the 
meantime, the American consumer and 
those who follow the fashion industry 
are watching. We want to see which 
fashion brands will accept blood on 
their labels and which will not. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM DIRECTOR 
OF CONSTITUENT SERVICES, THE 
HONORABLE ROBERT ADERHOLT, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Jennifer Butler-Taylor, 
Director of Constituent Services, the 
Honorable ROBERT ADERHOLT, Member 
of Congress: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, April 29, 2013. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 

of the House of Representatives that I have 
been served with a subpoena, issued by the 
Circuit Court for Cullman County, Alabama, 
for documents a civil case to which I am not 
a party. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I will determine whether com-
pliance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the privileges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
JENNIFER BUTLER-TAYLOR, 
Director of Constituent Services, 

U.S. Representative Robert Aderholt (AL–04). 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of New York) at 
2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. 

We ask Your blessing upon this as-
sembly and upon all to whom this au-
thority of government is given. Help 
them to meet their responsibilities 
during these days, to attend to the im-
mediate needs and concerns of the mo-
ment, enlightened by Your eternal 
Spirit. 

The issues of the coming months re-
main complicated and divisive. Endow 
each Member with wisdom and equa-
nimity, that productive solutions 
might be reached for the benefit of our 
Nation. 

Please send Your Spirit of peace upon 
those areas of our world where violence 
and conflict endure and threaten to 
multiply. May all Your children learn 
to live in peace. 

And may all that is done within the 
people’s House this day be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
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SAVANNAH RIVER SITE 
REPROGRAMMING SUCCESSFUL 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on Friday, I was grateful to 
conduct a town hall in Aiken, South 
Carolina, where I listened to hundreds 
of constituents who are very concerned 
about the reprogramming request at 
the Savannah River site. Fortunately, 
over the weekend, the President’s Of-
fice of Management and Budget sent 
the request to both Houses of Congress 
for approval. 

This is a crucial step to end the 20 
percent pay cut for 2,600 employees of 
Savannah River Nuclear Solutions. I 
appreciate the town hall participants: 
President Terra Carroll of the North 
Augusta Chamber of Commerce; Chair-
man Ronnie Young of the Aiken Coun-
ty Council; Aiken City Council mem-
bers, Philip Merry and Dick Dewar; 
State Senator Tom Young, Jr.; Presi-
dent David Jameson of the Greater 
Aiken Chamber of Commerce; Vice 
Chancellor Joe Sobieralski of USC- 
Aiken; DHEC facilities liaison, Shelly 
Wilson; USC-Aiken student, Hannah 
McClure. And dedicated congressional 
staff Ted Felder, Sara Beaulieu, and 
Baker Elmore were instrumental for 
success. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

WORKING FAMILIES FLEXIBILITY 
ACT 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for nearly 30 
years, government employees have had 
the option to choose paid time off or 
comp time in lieu of overtime pay. Pri-
vate sector employees, however, 
haven’t had that choice because Wash-
ington and an old 1938 labor law won’t 
let them. 

That isn’t fair. When life happens in 
the form of school plays, Little League 
games, or family members becoming 
sick, time and flexibility are essential 
to working parents and grandparents. 
Money doesn’t buy time. It would cer-
tainly help if every worker had the 
choice to receive comp time when they 
put in extra hours. 

Government shouldn’t be standing in 
the way. There are a lot of moms and 
a few grandmas in the Republican Con-
ference, and we want a solution for 
American families. That solution is the 
Working Families Flexibility Act. Our 
legislation will ensure all workers, 
whether public or private, benefit from 
the flexibility of choices in overtime 
compensation. 
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